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CONSERVATION HISTORY OF THE WHIPSTICK - PART 10 aoe” 
; rottanisyai! 4 by Peter Ellis. 


A flip through the old Bendigo Naturalists, and perusal of past syllabi, 
with its associated nostalgia brought to mind one past event worth mentioning. 


The guest..speaker on March 12th 1969 was Mr.A.J.Holt, Secretary of Lands, 

and his topic - "National Parks". From memory his subject was more on the 
history of the establishment of the National Park system and the Authority, 
and the associated Government bureaucracy. There was one dismal message the 
Secretary of Lands spelt out. And that was that we didn't have a hope in hell 
of getting a Whipstick Park, Mr. Holt volunteered to present this talk and 
had pondered over the mechanisms behind it. At any rate we had the last laugh. 


In the 1970's, although the Whipstick conservation was at the fore, we were 
doing our best to see that all bushland or forest around Bendigo would at 
least be maintained as state forest. It was a time when Bendigo was first 
beginning to expand with new suberbia, and its fringes nudging closer to 
tracts:of state forest. We were concerned the municipalities would apply. 
pressure for parts of the Bendigo greenbelt to be made available for 
developmént, At the Whipstick seminar of 1970, we stressed the importance of 
protecting all forests around Bendigo, The significance of at least the 
Mandurang and Wellsford Forests were part of the recommendations for protection 
adopted that day. = pir 


In the late 1960's we had campaigned for the enlargement of the 100 acre 
One Tree Hill public park 10 fold, and the concept was to establish a 
Redvers J, Eddy Memorial. 


Later in the 1970's we were finally successful in having two significant 
bushland flora reserves established within the City of Bendigo - Salomon's .- 
Gully and Jackass Flat respectively. As with the Whipstick, both reserves 
were the result of considerable campaigning and traumas, and in this case, ~ 
certainly without the blessing of our city fathers. 


Further afield we: were variously involved in projects such as supporting efforts 
to retain the Inglewood Rifle Range as a flora reserve, and the preservation ~~" 
of the Wychitella Forest. In fact it was in that first letter to the C.C.V. 
(1971) listing Whipstick blocks of significance for possible purchase to the ~~ 
proposed park, that two Wychitella blocks known to carry Mallee Fowl were 
included as well, It was Jack Kellem's recommendation for consideration 

that the lands be purchased and added to the Wychitella crown lands. It was 

not long after(?), the Wychitella Forest Preservation League was formed, and 
the B.F.N.C. supported their annual efforts to have the area reserved, by © 
providing lists of flora and fauna for the area, and in helping with the 

nature trail and guides. 


But it was Ian Marowski, then of Wedderburn, who had forecast similar gloom 
to the Whipstick proposals, as had the Secretary for Lands. (Did you like ny 
little waffle on leading up to this?). Ian informed me (early 1970's) that 
he had been told there would not be created two parks based on the Ordovician 
mallee of North/Central Victoria. If the Whipstick got the guernsey for a 
park, Wychitella would miss out, and vice versa. ° 


CONSERVATION HISTORY OF THE WHIPSTICK - PART 10 continued | 


This made me determined not to be placed in a position where we would be forced 
to play one area off against the other. From that day on, in any submissions 
or articles the B.F.N.C, ensured that differences between the mallee at 
Inglewood, Wychitella, St.Arnaud, Tarnagulle, Rushworth or Bendigo were 
highlighted as all being interesting, diverse, and significant in their 

own right. They'all needed to be reserved as collectively they were still 
only'a fragment of the bushland once covering this part of Victoria. 


Back to the Whipstick - mid 1970's. Ken Read representing the Victorian Farmers 
Union attended nearly all the C.C.V. meetings in Melbourne during the 1970's, 
and: I often accompanied him to keep the C.C.V, up to date with the problems 

at hand, and to relay information back to the Club. My commitments were such 

by the mid 1970's that I was unable to regularly attend C.C.V. meetings in 
Melbourne, anymore than other executive members based in Bendigo were able 

to do, However it was our.old friend Alan Malone who of course in those days 
lived at Kilsyth, who was only too happy to represent the Club at C.C.V. meetings. 
He did this for several years until moving to Longlea,.. 


By this time the Forest Park Advisory Committee was in full swing and were 
doing much to consolidate the Club's campaign for the conservation of the 
Whipstick, in particular the land purchase program, Indeed the Forests 
Commission of Victoria were very supportive of the Club's conservation efforts 
also, and we have Bill Flentje to thank locally for his work in securing some 
of the land purchases, the land exchange proposals, and for independantly 
documenting much in relation to achieving these goals. 


By 1984 some 26 or so allotments totalling 1,940 hectares (4,794 senes) had - 
been added to the Whipstick Public Lands. Appromimetelsy half of these were 
in addition to the 9 blocks the B.F.N.C. had first listed as top priority 
and more than we.would ever have dreamed of asking for in 1971. But the 
availability had no correlation with the listed priorities, and it was the 
land exchange program that secured several of the extra areas, 

As far as I can recall the first group of purchases were about 1975/76 and - 
from the National Estate funding. The group of blocks included the original 
oe that sparked off the campaign in 1972, the Red Box Hut block (11. of L 
Parish of Neilborough). Although it was originally subdivided so that 2/3 of 
it could be sold, ultimately most of the block was purchased, leaving a 50 
acre (hectare?) section on the top right corner for the owner to farm and to 
live in his new house. The other blocks were 42 B and C which the Insurance 
Co. had bought from Scott back in May 1973. Much later most of 45 and 46 of 
Neilborough was nonce so that except for the small 42, 42A, 43 unit. which 
still remains to be acquired, most of the Neilborough (Nerring) side of the 
Whipstick had been filled in, joining that area of crown land and Eaglehawk/ 
Huntly section of Forest Park together with the central crown lands, Later 

a slither of mallee country jutting north from and around Cockatoo Reservoir 
was acquired, consolidating a picturesque water reserve. 


The next substantial acquisition was by means of land exchange, This was 
through the good efforts of Frank Hallaron and Bill Flentje. Phillips Brick 

- Co, near McIvor Road, Bendigo, needed to expand their establishment and. 
secure the freehold from State Forest. As the locality fringed on urban 
Bendigo its valuation was very high. Through Bill’ and Frank's recommendation 
Phillip's Brick Co. were to purchase a number of pre-determined Whipstick | 
blocks to exchange for the freehold of their site and expansion at McIvor Rd. 
To my amazement land of Mr Dennis King (not a conservation sympathiser) was 
added to the Whipstick public lands, 


4. 
CONSERVEUION HISTORY OF THE WHIPS STICK - PART 10 continued — 


The blocks: were Allotments. 4, 7 and 8 of Whirrakee B (none of which asliis 
originally listed ) and internal to the Whipstick greenbelt, joining the 
northern crown lands through to the Kamarooka Forest. Because the blocks were - 
of little value to Eucalyptus O11 production (the blue mallee here is of a 
poor yielding. physiological form) much of the country was pretty well virgin | 
bush with dense typical "Whipstick" type stunted blue mallee, but also with 
some. good stands of Kamarooka mallee, 


Also included in the Phillips Brick deal was ‘the acquisition of the sarsiit, 
allotment.- 27 of Egerton. This block centred on the best stand of Kamarooka 
Mallee extending from Ma Dalley‘s block (13 of 15 Egerton) to Ruedin's back 
blocks of 28 of- Egerton and 12 of Whirrakee C). 27 of Egerton widened the 
narrow arm of Forest. Park at that point and had a rich ground flora and again 
was: (and. is) in primeval condition. - Good work Bill! 


‘Later another "horse deal" resulted in two cleared freehold areas which were 
within the Kamarooka forest, being secured, Members of the Club will know 
this area as it is the cleared expanse of ground near the Millwood Dam, and 
might one day find use as a picnic site/camping ground. It was a fortuitous 
horse deal as the owner was anti Forests Commission, and. would never have 
directly sold the land for the park, 


Apart from these two early major land purchase deats, i.e. Neilborough unit 
and the Whirrakee/Egerton exchange unit, further land purchases were slow'and: 
drawn out. Last issue(s) I outlined the problems in securing material action” 
fromthe Hamer /Borthwick team, and at last achieving some success at the close 
of their era, : 


In separate stages Allotments 3 and 4 of Whirrakee A and 5 of Whirrakee C 

were acquired along with the little Allot. 6 of Neilborough, Also as mentioned 
earlier there were allotments 4 and 5 of Menta eens and the Cockatoo » 
Reservoir. environs. 


The third ‘and. most pubstantial collection of land mrcrnaea came with the new 
Cain Labour Government when the Forest Park Advisory Committee were quick to 

seek a\ hearing: from the Minister for Conservation, the Hon.Rod MeKenzie, and 

to take himion a tour of the area. An interesting comment the Minister made |. 

was. that the money was always there, (It was a matter of priority and allocation. ) 


During 1983 all of the land owned by the Phoughright/Wellstead partnership was 
purchased for the park. This comprised Allotments 3, 17, 18 of Whirrakee B, : 

7 of Whirrakee C and 20 of Pagshot. At last the essential missing link, ‘allot. 
16 of Whirrakee B that separated all of the northern crown lands and forest . 
park from all of the southern crown lands and forest park, had been acquired, 
Additionally many of the other allotments mentioned widened this corridor. © 
through the crown lands. Not long after, two more blocks were purchased - - 
Allotment 23 of Whirrakee B and 9 of Whirrakee A, the Acacia flexifolia/ 
Wallaby Caves block, These two blocks along with 16 of Whirrakee B and the 
Neilborough section had finally achieved the acquisition of most of those 
originally listed to the C,C.V., the Premier and the National Estate in 1972/73, 
some 10.to 11 years earlier, Of that original list three or four remain - 

the most important Ma Dalley's block - 13 of 15 of Bagshot, 49 of i2 of Egerton 
(since cleared) and 1 of Whi -erakee B. (Also those earlier mentioned, in 
Ngcunoro ete ) 


Ie 
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Of course in 1974 the Whipstick resubmission included many other areas : 
within the main Whipstick greenbelt, the most significant of which would be. 
the Ruedin estate and the Tennyson Rd. frontages, Parish of Bagshot and..: ».. 
Whirrakee C, on théeapproach side from: Bendigo. 


In 1985 the Club submitted a revised listing from the 107 submission to the 
new Minister for Conservation, the Hon, Joan Kirner. Shortly after that time, 
the Minister announced a land exchange scheme at a reception at the Eaglehawk 
Council Chambers, in which some crown lands in the Borough of Eaglehawk would 
be made available to the municipality in exchange for (nominated) Whipstick 
land purchases by the Borough, At the time of writing the Borough of. _........ 
Eaglehawk has $100,000.00 allotated for Whipstick land pines /sohene or 
and certain transactions are Nin’. the air", 


A resume of Whipstick land purchases was ‘published with a map in Whizrakee 
VYol.5 No,11 Dee. 1984, : 
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BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP MEETING REPORT 


Thirty one members and viattena were present at the April neeting. 


A special study was made of about a dozen birds, when small groups of people 
were formed to summarise and report on the notes and observations recorded” 
over the years on each particular bird, as found in the filing CE 


The study showed what a valuable resource we possess in the filing’ ~~~" 
system, and it is considered that records need to be made of the birds which 
-are around all the time, so that trends of these may be marked and recorded: 

as well, Some members expressed the view that a summary of these birds might 
be made twice each year. 


Eight members, had attended the excursion to Werribee Sewerage Farm to observe 
the waders and, water-~birds there, and were full of praise for the depth of 
knowledge of the;leeder, Mr Jdhn Rarida. Although it was too late for the’ 
waders, there were plenty of water birds about, including hundreds of Pink- 
eared ‘Ducks. A Golden Plover and a Mongolian Sand Plover were highlights, 


ays i tye xR HX xoK x % % 
cenectTONNte Meee | | 
In the: iTdentification' of the i. Callitris osoblar ‘in the article The White 
Cypress-Pine in the Wellsford Forest", on page 9, April Whirrakee, the 


botanical names for the White Cypress-pine and the Slender Cypress-pine were 
wrongly labled, They should read:- 


White Cypress-pine Slender Cypress-pine 
Callitris columellaris Callitris preissii 


6, 
BIRD NOTES AND’ OBSERVATIONS 


Bird Ob serves Group meeting; April 8, 1988 


Highlights : 

Common Sandpiper, 1, Eaglehawk Reservoir, Feb. & March 1988, 
Swift Parrot, 15, Strathfieldsaye, 27/3/88. 

Rose Robin, -1, Inglewood, 21/3/88. _ 

Grey Falcon, 1, Kooyoora State Park, 20/3/88. 

Blue=billed Duck, 12, Bendigo Sewerage Farm, 8/4/88. 


Other Observations - 


Royal Spoonbill, 1, Kennington Reservoir, 3/5/87. 
Blue-faced Honeyeater, 2, Kennington Reservoir, 28-29/2/88 
Leaden Flycatcher, 1, Inglewood, 23/3/88 
Flame Robin, 2, Inglewood, 21/3/88, 3/4/88. 
Boobook Owl, 1, Eddington, 7/4/88 
Little Friarbird, 1, Eddington, 7/4/88 
White-backed Swallow, 3, Brenana, 21/3/88 

1, Eddington, 7/4/88 
Silvereye (Tasmanian form), 4, Big Hill, 2/4/88 
Australian Hobby, 1, Terrick Terrick, 2/4/88 
Grey-crowned Babbler, 6, Terrick Terrick, 2/4/88 
Painted Honeyeater, 2, Strathfieldsaye, 28/3/88 
Rainbow Bee-eater, 25+, Strathfieldsaye, 15/3/88 
Purple-crowned Lorikeet, 4, Strathfieldsaye, 7/4/88 
Chestnut-rumped Eylacola, 1, Strathfieldsaye, 28/3/88 
Little Cuckoo-shrike, 2, Strathfieldsaye, 27/3/88 
Noisy Friarbird, 1, Strathfieldsaye, 27/3/88 
Brown Goshawk, 1, Strathfieldsaye, 28/3/88 


Lists. submitted 


Strathfieldsaye, 22/3/88, 28/3/88 
Inglewood, Summer, 1987-88 
Bendigo Sewerage Farm, 8/4/88 


Notes 


NeroneApe tt isa sacekatefinicons period in the bird world, as “the summer eiierante 
move out and birds which winter here move in, along with vagrants which 
exploit ‘the nectar provided by our autumn flowering eucalypts. 


Among birds that have probably made their last appearances for this season 
were the Red-necked Stint, Painted Honeyeater and Rainbow Bee-eater. Birds 
that moved in were the Swift Parrot, Flame Robin, Noisy Friarbird and the 
Tasmanian subspecies of the Silvereye. The last of these differs from our 

local breeding subspecies in having darker flanks and being slightly bigger. 
The Flame Robins that visited the Inglewood district were the earliest arrivals 
of the species recorded in the district, They were unusual also in arriving 

~ gingly. Usually they arrive in small flocks. Noisy Friarbirds wander into our 
district in search of flowering eucalypts, and our records reflect this; 

the birds are found here irregularly in the autumn and winter months, 


BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS continued 


A list from the Bendigo Sewerage Farm explains some of the interest of Club _ 
members in the current earthworks and future management of the Farm, Large 
numbers of ducks took refuge from duck-hunters there. Present were. Pink-eared- 
Ducks (which nested at. the Farm), Shovellers, Chestnut Teal, White-eyed: 

Ducks and. the. rare Blue-billed Ducks., Having sengaPes the hunters, they 
managed to attract. @. Peregrine Falcon... 


Our only previous records ‘of’ the Common cdtapitber are two records from the 
Sewerage Farm, one of them doubtful, Like some other birds with 'Common! 

in their name,..such as the-Common Tern, it. must. have been named elsewhere. » 

The bird at Eaglehawk exhibited the typical behaviour of tipping up its tail. 
The; SEEM ERE is anouhen) ood that has veers been recorded in the diskniete, 


Soe betes 
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AN EVENING WITH THE BOTANISTS 
“compiled by Tom Patullo. 
There were “eight REDE present ai the. March meeting of the Botanists Group... 
On the Specimen Table were:- 


Correa mannii and Correa Dusky Bell. Two Correas which are very similar, having 
a plain red bell. Probably C.Dusky Bell is a hybrid of C. mannii, neither of 
these correas are indigenous to the Bendigo area, 


Correa alba, the correa which is different to all the others in that it has a 
white flower and a very short bell. It grows profusely on Wilson! s peseek 


Eucalyptus tetrantera. The Square-fruited Malleé, The Western Australian — 
Eucalypt with the large square fruit ¢rowing singly from the branch on.a widen 
flat peduncle which is swan-necked in shape. The “tree has largé,” ethic kom : 
lanceolate: ‘glossy-green leaves, the largest leaves of all Eucalypts. The tree 
is usually low and wide-spread” anda’ when uae flowers are at their best the jas 


fruits turn brilliant red. 


Seaevola aemula; The-Fan Flower) A member’ of the Gooleniaeenc famity with some 
seventy varieties indigenous to ‘Australia. A:ldw ground cover plant, well 
covered with Cras eee eae coloured five aay flowers, Se 
atinyfan,.  . 

Euphorbia’ peplus, Petty SpunEeN an’ Mintrodused nent with flowers which rave! 


no petals, the ovaries resemble tiny Paddy Melons with the male flowers adjacent. 
Locally, there are two other members of the same family, both natives, 


Euphorbia drummondii and Pseudanthus ovalifolius 


Chenopodium pumilyo a native small saltbush, a member of the OEE ee ENS 
family and is common in our gardens. 


Portulag oleracea a native Portulacca is a common weed in our gardens. 


It is claimed that this weed is quite edible. 
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AN EVENING WITH THE BOTANISTS continued 
On Jack's Video 


A Hot day by a. Water Hola 
We watched a Black Wallaby come in to drink, It was interesting to note that 
the Wallaby drank with a lapping motion of his tongue, much the same as a 
cat or dog. Also coming down to the water were a variety of birds:- 

Diamond Firetail, Brown-headed Honeyeeber and a White-eared Honeyeater 

all at Millwood Dam, 


At Cockatoo Hill Reservoir and at Rush Dati were a number of interesting 
specimens as follows. 


Slender Goodenia - Goodénia grec Ss Atriplex semibaccata - Berry Saltbush; 
Enchylaema tomentosa Common Blue = Hatictanendeca lene Salsola kali - 
Stove Saltbush, 


‘acontaetanenenaianarmeretinnmaneanomaneiaimcneme 


We were then treated to graphic evidence of the discovery of the Double-flowered 
Crowea exalata discovered in the Whipstick by Graham and Jack and mentioned 
in the previous Botany Group report. A lovely flower with ten petals, 


We saw a fine display of garden grown Portulaca. grandiflora, with terrific 
colour variation, Also somie fine shots of Prasophyllum nigricans, which 
was featured on last months cover of Whirrakee. 
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COPY OF A LETTER FROM MR JOOS? BROUWER 9th April 1988 


Bindmatehing on the Bendigo Sewage Farm, 


Recently I spoke to the Caretaker of the Sewage Farm, regarding changes. to. 
its. land; and May Swamp, more. information in a later iesue of Whirrakee, 


Meanwhile I have been requested to ask you to let the personnel of the Sawaal 
Farm know when you, intend to go bird-watching, whether on the eastern or 

the western, side of Wallenjoe Road. This way they will know whom, and“whst ~~ 
type of car, to expect, so they will not have to come out and check, 


If you intend to visit the Sewage Farm on a week day, the person to notify 
is Mr Ron Bergmeier.(Ph. 48 4788 B.H.). If you intend to go on a weekend, . 
Please let Mr Les Killen know (Ph. 48 4215 A. H. 48 4788 BH.) - 


Thank you for your co-operation. 


Joost Brouwer. 


WETLANDS. SURVEY =.COUNT NO. 2 
V2 SYAR Boy nia by Don Franklin 

The Victorian Wetlands Survey is the latest R.A.O.U. co-operative bird study 
project, following on from the highly successful Bird Atlas project of 1977- 
81 and others such as the Nest Record Scheme, Bird of Prey Watch, duck counts, 
wader counts and the Black-eared Miner survey. The aim of this project. is to» 
build up our knowledge of how waterbirds use wetlands in Victoria, by counting 
waterbirds on a variety-of swamps, lakes, dams and other wetlands every: ‘three 
months, 


Count NO. 2 took placer enna three weekends in February Iga. Ninety observane 
covered about 180 wetlands throughout Victoria. Count No. 1 took place late . 
last year, but due to an administrative hiccup in Melbourne, no. counting. took . 
place in the Bendigo area, eet) 


Somehow, I find myself with the job of co-ordinating the Bendigs. area S-oouiit's. 
Perhaps I didn't say 'No' emphatically enough. Anyway, to do the job! justice 
I have selected five interesting and. quite different wetlands, These ,are:- 


1. Lake Stewart, an open, brackish( ?) lake between lunettes on private property 
near Corop, re 
2. Tang Tang Swamp, a temporary, freshwater, natural Red Gum swamp of ‘the. es 
Northern Plains. . 
3. Winghee Swamp, a degraded and Brackish version of Tang Tang, but iti, the 
advantage of an artificially boosted water supply that renders it near 
permanent. 
4. The Bendigo Sewerage Farm with its permanent, nutrient-enriched. ponds and.- 
(usually) mdflats and adjacent Spiny Rush beds, and ke 
5. Barkers Creek Reservoir, a deep storage reservoir with heavily vegetated 
. margins when full, ies whose water level fluctuates greatly. , : 


Results of Count NO. 2 


Lake Stewart: dry, 6/2/88 

Tang Tang Swamp: dry, 6/2/88 

Winghee Swamp: full, counted 6/2/88 

Bendigo Sewerage Farm: ponds full, May Swamp dry: counted 7/2/88 

Barkers Creek Reservoir: margins about 10 m average from the high water mark 
(in surface area about 85% full): counted We: 


Observers: John Lindner, Salli Dearricott, Jane Cleary, David MeDonald,. Glenise 
Moors and myself, 
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WETLANDS SURVEY - COUNT NO. 2 continued 
Speciest - Winghee Bendigo Barkers 
Swamp - Sewerage Creek 
~~ Farit”-—~ + “Résérvoir~ 
$$ LLL TE SA SL aL SS SE SS St SS, 
Great-crested Grebe ~~ cote: A Rae re 
Hoary-headed’ Grebe © ° saree ae —~6 35 
Australasian (Little)Grebe 2- ajcal - 
Unidentified ena Grebe = Apes 320++ - 
Pelitcants ae aes an Des bay 
Great (Black) Carnet 8 5 1 
Little Pied Cormorant. Taare ty be 10 
Pacifie Heron ou FERED. bus FD 
White-faced Heron : 5} a val 
Sacred Ibis 2 - us? 5} 
Straw-necked.Ibis 2. - i 
Yel low-billed Spoonbill Ve Bin o— 
Black Swan." PS 7236 gp) a 
““Australian’ Shelduck “° -:! 00°73.” ‘40: - 
Black Duck 50 30 42 
Grey Teal’ 50: 500 25+++ 
Chestnut Teal 2 15 - 
Australian® Shoveller be “36 i - 
Pink=eared Duck rota Ae eas 150° _. 
Hardhead a 8 20 2 
Blué-billed Dick ™ - “36 ss 1 
Music Duck 3 212 13 
Whistling ‘Kite. Ave aid: = LS 
Marsh Harrier 1 - - 
Dusky Moorhen - 23 Bite 
Purple Swamphen 3 - Sa 
Eurasion Coot 30 350 _ 102 
Masked Lapwing (Spur—winged . : 
Plover) 8 ° 228 wee. wag - 
Black-fronted Plover | aw Mi Shc 
(Dotterel )- ' CMa we Pon -Q + 4 
Wood Sandpiper | . 2 ~ ~ 
BSitver culiuae as saan a 220 -. 
Reed Warbler . 3 - 1 
Little Grassbird 2 3 - 
White-fronted Chat - 10 - 
No, of species 24, 23 17 


+ The schedule of species to be counted ineludes seven species not 
traditionally regarded as Waterbirds, but never-the-less often associated 
with it, namely: Whistling Kite, White-breasted Sea-eagle, Marsh Harrier, 


Reed-warbler, Little Grassbird, Cisticala and White-fronted Chat. 
++ Almost certainly mostly Hoary~headed Grebes. 
+++ Plus one clutch of eight dependant young. 


eee cat) 


Hee FEY 33 Ghee die Th, 
WETLANDS: a -, COUNT. NO,::2> .continued. 


Winghee Sean am) 


The highlight at Winghee was: ‘the ee aN of gue key and “the +wo Wood, . 
Sandpipers.” Sane 


Over.. 600 ducks. of : 7, ae ae were seen, - of: which 3/4 were Grey 7 eal and Brot 
1/6. Shelducks, | This compares: dramatically with the 26 ducks’ poy se species ; 
counted in January 1987 (Whirrakee 8(11), p.10). 


Wood. Sandpipers are a relatively rare wader in Australia, and yet we have 
found..them at Winghee on a numberof occassions, In January 1987 we found =” 
6 there, The,Wood Sandpiper isa migrant to Australia from its Arctic breeding 
grounds, and:is notable amongst migratory waders for ats sg Dror ereneS for treed 
inland ewampe over coastal HRT) : 


Bendico Sewerage Harms Foc Fee ae 


As” reported in the Bird Notes % Observations in the April Whirrakee, the 
ee here was the 6 Blue-billed Ducks, 


Wetlands project should ‘provide answers td lots of these sorts of questions. 
It is also worth noting that in the’ “two. high counts the increase consisted 
almost entirely of Grey Teal and Hardhead (White-eyed Duck), with a _peak 

of 1550 Grey Teal on 6/11/82 and 890° Hardhead ‘on 6/12/82, I ean still ‘recall 
flight after flight of Hardhead in tight formation passing overhead as they, 
moved from oné’ lagoon to another, a truly impressive sight. 


The number of Coots (350) and Swans (155) is similar to the eareee ‘previous 
counts (Whirrakee 4(4) p.11 and 8(11) p,11) of these species, The range has 
been: Coots, 230-381; ‘and Black Swan, 100-190, 


Barkers. Greek Reservoir 


This Reservoir has always been one of my favourite birding spots, not least 
because you can always see the ‘ugly duckling' Great Crested Grebes there, | 
It “is the only local wetland ‘where I have done comprehensive water bird counts _ 
previously,’ on four occassions (Whirrakee 4(4) p.13). This time the number 
of species was down slightly and the number of birds well down, The major — 
difference was in the Coot population, 102 this time compared to 230-300 on 


previous counts. However, there were only 92 Coots present when Joost Brouwer J 


and the Schurmann's counted there. in January 1987 (Whirrakee 8(11) Dp»). 

The highlight, a solitary Blue-billed Duck, came as something of an ‘anti-’ 
climax after seeing 6 earlier the same day at the Sewerage Farm s/f) Liiets2 
Future counts an P Sceiaat ns fais ek agpeey 


It is planned to count these wetlands each 3 ‘months for ‘an indefinite ‘period, 
Should anyone wish to’ join. in (you don't, have to be an expert), let me know 
(phone 425 169). Perhaps also, someorie may wish to count their. own wetland. 
Even a particularly large < or _interesting farm dam could” ‘prove worthwhile, 


12, 
. :}CORRIDORS AND CONSERVATION 


A brief summary of the arguments for and against the promotion of corridors 
as a tool for conserving species. W.N,Holsworth. 


Think for a few moments of,a wild mammal or bird that you know well. Consider 
its requirements for food, shelter, nest sites, etc. Consider also its 
habitat preferences - the places where it occurs; and where it does not occur, 
Now consider a tract’ of * natural landscape: that you know. How much of the area 
is highly suitable for your species, ' and: how much is ‘sO RENEE thet your 
species seldom, or never, found-in that area. 


By now you will realize that the natural environment is*highly variable in” 
terms of how well it’ provides for any particule ry species of plant or animal. 
After cities, roads; farms; forestry, and minés have obliterated much of the 
natural landscape, we’are left with fragments of ‘the original habitat as islands 
in a man dominated environment. Some of those'fragments suit some species and 
they prosper, but other species have requirements that are only partially 
fulfilled. Those species struggle to survive in some of the small -:patches | Ofeaar 
the original landscape where most. of their. Eequinenents are met, but in other 
Tatches they become extinct. ae ‘ 


An® Example - - Sugar Gliders in’Victoria 


Suckling (1984), studied the sugar glider in etre gatoaes “of. mative Lfoneet 
surrounded. by pine. plantations and pasture in Gippsland. The several patches 
had different histories and.densities of sugar gliders, The abundance of black 
wattles was closely. correla ted, with the. density of sugar gliders. The foraging 
radius from the next site was: about 120m. and, the home range of adult females. 
and males. being 0.5 and 0.7 ha. respectively, ‘Up to 50% of all offspring left 
their group when 10 to 12 months old, A roadside strip of forest,, between one 
and; four. trees wide, was the major dispersal route. The average dispersal 
distance was about 0. 6 km and the maximum recorded. distance was 1.9 km, Some . 
remnant patches of forest had high and stable populations of sugar gliders. 
Other areas had sugar gliders only intermittently. 1 For AMEE ( areas gee ace, 
from stable areas was essential, ‘ 


vat 


The idea “of a raDitee ‘corridor to connect remnant iar a or: dslands, of natural 
ecosystems presupposes that the islands contain suitable habitats, and that 

the species will disperse along the corridor. From your knowledge of the. 2) 
requirements. of your favourite; species you might well question these assumptions. 
Some species naturally. occupy: riverine) habitats, or other linear habitats - 
similar ita forest. edges. and fence rows. These species may disperse. readily along 
a corridor. connecting, -two larger : ‘areas. However, the arguments. for and. against 
corridors. involves a. more detailed consideration of animals behaviour, | 
genetics; dispersal and mechani sis, and eronesieel yee CREAR (Lacy 1087), 
Sugkling 1984)... 


Some of ‘the potential Baveriaces and a Telaventaes of Boncenvation ponridens 
listed in an.article by.R.F.Noss (1987) are as follows: ;. 


Potential Advantages of Corridors '* ©’: me aes 


1. Increase immigration rate to a reserve, which could: 
_ A. Aincnease.or maintain a diversity of species; 
B..inerease population sizes. of particular species ‘and ‘thus decrease the. 
i probability of. extinction, Or pe the re-establishment of extinct | 
Local: populations ; 
C prevent inbreeding, which may nee a depressing effect on the local | 
population's ability to survive, and maintain genetic variation with 
the populations. 


A Aerreee niree ae 
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2. Provide; increased: foraging area for widé-ranging spécies. 

3. Provide predator-escape cover for movements between patches, 

4. .-Provide..a mix of habitats and isuecessional-stages accessible to species 
that: require.a variety, of-habitats for different activities or stages: of 
their life cycles, 

5, Provide alternative refugie from large disturbances. 

6, Provide greenbelts to limit urban’ sprawl, abate pollution, provide 
SCRE RS Super luni tiesys cH Cubanee scenery Beh land values. 


Potential. Disadvantages of Qorridors.. 


1. Inerease immigration rate to a reserve, “which could: 

A facilitate the spread of epidemic diseases, insect pests, exotic species, 
“weeds: and other undesirable: FES SOHEE) Sheu) reserves and across the 
landscape; 

B decrease the level. of genetic Taanten among population or subpopula fone 
or disrupt’ local adaptations. and” coadapted gene complexes ("outbreeding | 

_ depression"), 

2. Facilitate spread of fire and ‘other, abiotie disturbances ("contagious 

_ catastrophes"), 

3. Increase exposure of wildlife to’ hunters, poachers, and other predators. 

4. Riparian strips, often recommended as corridor sites, might not enhance 
sdispersal or survival of upland: species. 

5. Cost, andi conflicts with conventional; land preservation sinateny to. 4 
preserve’ endangered FSO EE Acwen: SRREESS quality, of corridor aye 
habitat is Ae a. Set 4 a oa 


Geneti¢ Effect — oO 

Lacy (1987) coneludes that small (aes than, 1/100) "subdivided Eee rapidly 
lege (genetic )' variability from within each ‘subpopulation but retain (genetic) | 
variation across the subpopulations better than does a panmictic (continuous, | 
interbreeding ) population, Population managers should be concerned with the’ 
variation-depleting effects of genetic drift, perhaps almost to the exclusion 

of: consideration of selection and mutation. Drift can be countered by, the =, 
introduction of very occasional immigrants or, less effectively, by division . 
of the managed population into smaller breeding groups that-interchange enough: 
migrants to prevent unacceptably deleterious mg Te ae eee 


Cost - Benefit Considerations 

Simberloff: and Cox (19 ‘argue that it Bosal something to rene and maintain 
corridors, and since we cannot control enough land to preserve everything, we 
must make decisions. Is our money and effort better expended on protecting and 
managing an existing reserve better, buying ari additional reserve, buying and 
managing a. corridor, or perhaps transporting animals’ from one reserve: ‘to THAN 
to reduce the harmful results of excessive tabeetet Fe 
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EASTER AT MT, BUFFALO 
by Bruce Wallace. 


The Field Naturalist's Easter Campout was at Mt. Buffalo, with the 48 members 
who attended experiencing perfect weather conditions everyday we were there. 


Arriving mid-morning we found Jean Ipsen soon had a cuppa ready in a matter 
of minutes, while we picked out a site to set up camp. 


After lunch Thelma and I set out to explore the snow plain near Lake Catani 
and Hospice Plain further along the orad, While some of the other early 
arrivals elected to check out the nature walk and underground river. The 
daisies were nearly all finished, but we still enjoyed looking for them. 


Back at camp that evening the rule imposed by the Park Rangers of no more 
than six people to a site, was causing some problems, as campers were also 
expected to stay within their site boundries. 


Next morning the Ranger soon sorted out the accommodation problems before we 
set out to walk from Tatra Inn to Dicksons Falls, This was an easy walk 
following a well worn trail across an alpine meadow. A large black spider with 
young on her back caught the attention of the group as we walked along. Upon 
reaching the top of the falls the sound of water cascading down over the smooth 
rocks was a very relaxing sound. 


Leaving the falls after a short rest, we retraced our steps for a while before 
heading across country to a rock formation called "Stonehenge". This was our 
lunch stop. A small creek nearby contained many small native fish which were 
easily seen in the crystal clear water. Lunch over it was on to the Horn, the 
highest point on the Mountain, The sheer rock face of the main rock stands out 
white against the other rocks, almost as though it has been painted. But it 

is the lack of lichens growing on this face, caused by the galvanised pipe 
safety rail at the top of the rock. This was a very popular spot by the number 
of other people there, as it was standing room only at the top. The view was 
worthwhile seeing from the lookout. 


It was good to leave the "Bourke St." Horn and walk back across the snow plains 
to the cars left at Tatra Inn. We passed rock out-crops such as Cannon Hill, 
Fgg-rock and a man made wall called Chinamans Dam, Crossing a marsh area 
opposite Tatra Inn, two Black Ducks were disturbed and took to the air. 


Sunday morning a male .Lyre-bird was sighted close to the camping area, . 
unafraid of our presence, as he went about his business. Some of our party 
were treated to a song and dance display. 


Todays walkers set out from.the camping ground and followed the track along 
Long Plain, passing large plants of Prostanthera cuneata growing as a hedge 
along side the track, Large Wombat holes were also seen on the edge of the 
track, The first stop was at a small creek at the top of the plain, where 

some of us sampled the fruit of the Wax-berries growing nearby. teem 


As we continued we came to the Giant Causeway which is a series of massive 
bolders that turned out to be worth the climb up. It was here that we met up 
with the drive and short walk group, who had driven out to the reservoir. After 
leaving the Giant Causeway our next goal was Mac's Point, a lookout to the 
South and West. Lunch was taken before we reached Mac's Point, in the shade 

of some: Snow Gums.on the edge of Wild Dog Plain. After taking in the views from 
Mac's Point we returned to Wild Dog Plain which we crossed to make our return 
via a fire trail back towards the reservoir. 


EASTER ‘AT MT. BUFFALO pconuimied 


It was while crete 8 this plain that the spider enthusiasts were again busy 
locating the occupiers of the large holes in the ground. To ) GD. ees a tong 
piece of grass was used* to tempt the ‘spider out. 


It wasn't far to the next sign post which read Mt. Dunn, which ‘Looked an 

easy and interesting. climb. The track.was a series of short inclines zig- 
gagging back and forth with three ladders to reach the summit. The views from 
here were excellent, :being.a complete. 360 degrees. Another party of three 
walkers passed me on the track up to.the summit, but by the time I was 

ready to climb the third ladder they. ‘were coming down, having Spend at 

least 20, seconds. to, take in the view. 


Back to ‘the main track-it was a ‘long: walk back across Long Plain crscip east 
to rest tired feet; The’ thrée youngest’ walkers in our group, Pip,’ Rachael 
and Emma did an excellent job-to walk the distance of that day. Our boys 
still had some’ ‘energy left ” so ‘they went off to explore the caves in. the 
underground river ‘system, where glow worms can be seen. THAt night we EEE 
entertained by Don Franklin and SHelrae Hill with their music, as‘we sat - 
around ‘the campfire. 


Monday was a day for departures with some campers leaving in. the morning. 

We had decided. :to leave after lunch, .so a short walk to the Chalet.and Gorge 
area that was planned, was on for us, As I was still suffering from a chair 
collapsing under me the night before, the twenty minute walk to the Chalet 
was a.long way. It was here BEE ay eeuayes with Jack and Jean Ipsen while the 
others went on. .— 


The- morning was ‘spent metering the Hang-gliders assemble their. gine) which. 
seemed so frail and’ flimsy. The ‘take: off area consisted of a short wooden. :- 
runway out over the gorge with a “drop ‘of hundreds of feet to the trees pers, 
After what seemed ages, they were at last ready to make that short run down™ 
the ramp. Then catching the upward | wind currents, they glided gracefully away. 


Returning to camp, in the Ipsen's cary. my lunch was ready, after which it. was 
pack up:time.for:our return..to Bendigo. As we turned onto the road towards 
Milawa, “two of -the Hang-giliders, which we had watched taking off in the, morning, 
had landed in the paddock beside, the road, some 25 kms from Mt, Buffalo Chalet. 


Reflecting back on the campout with the magnificent views, perfect weather, 
the early morning mist on the mountains, the tall forést ‘trees, the colours’ 
of the trunks of the snow gums, the rocks with all! their lichens, ' ‘the fungi, . 
the alpine meadows. with their grasses, daisies, numerous other wonders of 
nature, and the campfire. get togethers at night, made this a very relaxéd 
and enjoyable campout. =... Ses 


The following: is'a list of Plants and Birds which were wale Se chitin this 
campout and CoiANSe by John iinener.) 
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Mountain Clubmoss Lycopodium fastigiatum = 9 Frwy 
Tasman Flg;sx-lily Dianella tasmanica” 7 
Royal. Grevilleae:, sistent. seiis .iGrevillea victoriae... | FF js oy 
Alpine Grevillea .. o® Ancerm of- «+. o:, Grevillea australis. :-;.. whey 
Mountain Needlewood ius +r: + Hakea, lissosperms - 

Tree/Forest Lomatia , Lomatia fraseri ; 
Alpine Ma¥sh-marigold ee eeers meacCel-Chamintralopaus: allele Fr 
Alpineerepper = sit> Seek Sar = eta emannia xerophila eat ; 
Alpine Wattle® Fics 2 8" SS Agaeia alpina’ 

Mountain Hickory: Wattle = 9 <. -7>°" “ Aeacita obliquinervia - 

Alpine Oxylobium/Mountain Shagey Pea ‘Oxylobium alpestre 

Leafy Bossiaea’. © '- t ~ * "“Bosstaea foliosa’ SY 
Long-leaf Hovea Hovea longifolia var.montana’ F ° 

Forest Phebaliun , ete lor bs coe : Phebalium .squamulosum S9Py. alpine 

Box Micrantheum eso) yt os .Micrantheum -hexandrum- © jo6.s 4). 4 
Yellow -Kunzea.. 2) oni: *- p Rao ee: ~ Kunzea muelleri.. )--.. EL ace 
Mountain Tea-tree .. fs neieys 4 . Leptospermum grandifoliun. . 
Alpine/Button.Tea-tree cass» * 4s. 2, Leptospermum micromyrtus | 

Elderberry Panax. ..0 00. y° 4; sy), °° Polyscias sambucifolius 

Was-berry ; Gaultheria appressa .:: 

Candle-heath Richea continentis 

Mountain Westringia’ © © 3% ("=  Westringia’ ‘senifolia 
Round=Leaf Mint-bush § = °° °""" - Prostanthera’ rotundifolia’ jn PE og os) 
Alpine Mint-tush Wey a ..htG 9° - ¢ Prostanthera ctiieata o220 eS" Bil se" 
Rough Coprosa © a oat a.“ Coprosma: hirtella’ EGRESS SVP? fesse ose 
Snowy !Daisy-bush °° 3. SF. Oleardalirata: ste Be GEM ARE EL gdh SPAS 
Orange Everlasting Helichrysum acuminahim + -FR 1 
Clustered Everlasting: : .. -,-..Helichrysum. IASDAPEPRQSUM, nyt wet Pi 
Sealy Bverlasting/Kerosene } Bush .. ‘yHelichrysum hooker . Aerts Stonlticake 
Yam Daisy ... - ~ 1 ds.) q at -Mieroseris. scapigera. .- ete Ae 
Alpine Podolepis.. ae :, ., +,.Podolepis. robusta me hee aCe 
Brachycome Daisy |... ; ee ae eh Brachycome species -.,.. 00:0 Posie 3: 
Hoary Sunray _-—sHelipterum albicans = = BF 
Royal’ Bluebell’ Ee ak te tia . Wahlenbergia. gldoriosa “ee 2.2 Frisk 
Ivy Goddenia > Mey ““  Goodehia hedératea Var alpestris?’' 
Grass Trigger-plant Sy ‘Stylidium' SRO OL en AR gS 
Mountain Sense” a ‘1. Gentianeltadiemerisis oi 2. FR. ba 


F denates, aeenn few flowers visible. TE ‘denotes, massed flowers, either ta a 
or fresh, ., no denotes ATTN” ae 


Black Duck $0" 725") HY ce BSE White<trowed® Sorubewren hon 


Wedgetail Eagle 3 S503. Strieted “Thornbid ie ofS teh je titat 
Brown Falcon Brown Thornbill <2") vie . sone br 
Gang: Gang Cockatoo. ©; ©. + :* »..:Whiterthroated Trge-creepen Datate 
Crimson Rosella Red.Wattlebird 24 pifeeessy fee duemes 
Faintail Cuckoo Yellow-faced Honeyeater 
Superb Lyrebird White-naped Honeyeater 

Welcome Swallow Spotted Pardalote 

Richard's Pipit Pied Currawong 

Flame Robin Grey Currawong 

Yellow Robin Little Raven 

Grey Shrike-thrush Kookaburra 

Golden Whistler Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo 


Grey Fantail 
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BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP - BIRD OF THE NICHT DISCUSSION AUGUST 1987 
WHITE-THROATED TREECREEPER - CLIMACTERTS*:LEUCOPHAEA 


APPEARANCE: The birds are 16 to 17,.5<em‘in-léngth. The plumage is dark brownish 
above, white throat and the remainder of the underbody is white with dark 
streaks, The tail. is “pather short compared with the length of the body. 

It is’ ‘distinguished from the Brown Treecreeper by its white throat, and lack 

of buff-coloured eyebrow. -The»female. has a distinct orange brown spot behind 

and below the.cyes, iséscat the side:of the throat, 


CALL: The main call consists of three descending notes and a continuous 
repetition of the third, sometimes continued for several minutes, at other 
_times with short breaks. Calls are more numerous before dusk; The tempo of 
the call often varies, may start slowly, | then quicken, When courting, a rapid 
oscillating trill on one ndte, in short bursts, is often repeated. Other 
variations indicate agitation, and alarm calls, The calls may be loud and far 
carrying, but sometimes soft and subdued. 


HABITAT: They occur in all forest areas of the Bendigo District, possibly less 
common than the Brown Treecreeper, to ‘the north of Bendigo, and more common 
to the South of Bendigo. Both species are often found in the same locality, 
however. 


BREEDING: Nesting usually begins fairly early in the breeding season, sometimes 
in August, and may continue to December if unsuccessful earlier. 

The nest is usually puilt- in| a trée hollow, hollow stump, or even a hollow 
fence post, and may consist of” strips of bark, leaves, grass and lined with 
fur and feathers. Eggs vary from two to four, often three, which are white 
with spots of red or violet-brown especially at the larger end. Male and 

female parents share the incubation of the eggs and feed the young. No’ 
information is available on incubation: and fledging times, probably due to the 
difficulty of seeing into the nesting hollow. Nesting hollows may be from 

two to three metres high up to more than fifteen metres above ground. 


ma consists of a wide variety of insects, spiders, etc. Ants are a. common | 

. Usually the search for food, begins near the bottom of the trunk of a 
ieee and the treecreepers work their way upwards and round the trunk, and onto 
the under branches of the tree, searching under bark, between crevices, on 
foliage, and sometimes into the flowers, to gain food. The White-throated 
HRESEHESIE? very rarely descends to the ground for food, ; 


HABITS: ‘As the birds progress up a tree or. along; the Branches: eee move 2 by 
Teading one foot then sliding the other foot up to the leading foot, At times 
they may change the other foot. to become. the leading foot. After feeding in. . 
one tree, they usually fly down to within two or three feet from the bottom, .. 
on the trunk of the next tree chosen, In flight, a broad lighter band of a: .) 
puff coldur is seen across the wing from the inside to the outer tip, Flight” 
is generally by long glides, alternated with - ‘short intervals of wing~beats.. 


GENERAL: The birds have adapted to feeding on tree trunks and branches, with 
strong, pointed, bills, strong legs and large feet and comparatively short tails. 
They can hang on and move along underneath a branch quite easily. The bills 
are strong and. comparatively long, to probe into crevices and under berk in 
the search for, food, Occasionally, when an intruder is sighted, by a. bird 
climbing up the trunk of. a tree, . the bird stops and remains motionless for 
periods. of up to fifteen minutes, . or more, apparently hoping, to .eseape detection, 
They” have ‘been’ seen, ‘roosting at, night, on tree trunks, .even on shed doors with 
their head under the Wing, ‘but, che surprised they stand upright. They also 
roost in hollows of trees. The. early morning calls, are often’ given’ in sequence ” 
from several favourite perches in different trees. 

compiled by Bill Flentje. 
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COMMITTEE REPORT 20th APRIL 1988 hl 


1, New member is. Anne Bridley of Eaglehawk. . ory 


2. The Club‘ has received a $5,000. 00 grant from the Ministry of | ‘Conservation; 
Forests, and: Lands ‘to publish a ‘book, "Wildflowers of the Bendigo District". 


3. A letter will be. written +o Michael John urging the State Opposition to. 
amend the proposed National Parks in Gippsland to include all proposed. 
Heritage Areas, 


4, The Club is consulting with the sEeiiss Water Board aiken coeae rea of | 
the water. levels at the treatment works to privide best conditions for waders. 


5, Next neeting at L, Hamilton! Ss, corner of Smith Rd., and Calder Highway, 
Maiden Gully, on 18th May at 8 -OOp.m, 


, XE KKK HK KH 7 Sach” Esemiee 


EXCURSION REPORT h ) | ‘ _by Win Demeo, 

On 17th Apri, 20 members of the Club went on an Srureit to the Derrinal ool 
at Lake Eppalock., We visited Kellam's ‘Rock and Dunn's Rock, which ’ are glacial 
pavements, here before the ‘ice-age, and were scratched by the ice. : 


We saw a large. infestation of scale insects. on a yellow box ‘tree, 
We had lunch at Moorabbee after which we went further around the. pool to ‘see 
the Stranger Rock, ° this rock came from south of Australia in the ice age. 
When we were walking in this area we saw two kangaroos. ; 


It was unusual to see the Ipsen's arriving for the excursion by motor boat. 
Thanks ‘to’ Laurie mecson for leading the excursion and’ explaining everything ere WSs 


HR HR EE HR ES 


AMYEMA-PRETISSI Wire-leaf milatistos' oh ~ by Rod Orr, - 


This parasitic plant has a restricted distribution in our region, although it 
also occurs in other parts of Victoria and in all mainland States of pa 2a a 
Australia. It is listed as a rare plant in the North-Central’ Study Area, but 

it is’ locally ' common at Castlemaine, where it grows on Acacias in and Seno! 
the: Kaweka Sanctuary and the Kalimna Reserve. Most of the potential ‘host 

plants in this area have clumps of wire-leaf mistletoe growing on them. 

Golden, Black, Silver and Cootamundra wattles are all hosts although the 
largest and most attractive flowering SESSMENT are found on Cootamundras 
growing as street. trees in the area. 


- The flowers are’an orange-yellow colotir and are arranged in Arona te of threes, 
as shown in the photograph. The leaves aré thin and cylindrical: (terete) 
and pale green, making the mistletoe plants’ quite difficult to find on some 
host Acacias. The fruit are whitish or pale mauve, spherical: in’ shape 
(from 1/2 to 1 cm in diameter) and havea pleasantly sweet taste “'you would: 
be lucky to find many ripe fruit becausé they are réadily: eaten’ by a variety” 
of birds, This plant is well illustrated with a colour photograph in Flowers 
and Plants of Victoria, although it is® mis-named there as Lysiana exocarpi; 
a plant with quite different flowérs and flattened leaves. 
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PRESIDENT Rob Moors = Mandurang South Rd.,R.S.D.Sedgwick 39 6254 
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT Win Demeo Kamarooka, R.S.D.Raywood 36 9226 
JUNIOR VICE PRESIDENT Bruce Wallace 20 Pearce Sts, Eaglehawk - ~ 46-7325° 
SECRETARY Jane Cleary 24 Goynes Rd: Epsom at) te 48 4396 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY Glenise Moors Mandurang South Rd., R.S.D.Sedgwick 39 6254 
TREASURER Helene Boon Kamarooka, R.S.D.,Raywood 36 9252 
MEMBERSHIP OFFICER |» Win.Demeo ...,.,,Kamarooka, R.S.D., Raywood. . 36 9226. 
EXCURSION/SYLLABUS ........ John Lindner. Burne :St., Axedale. = =. 5... (39 7308 
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LIBRARIAN * © 9"! i" = dane‘Cleary “24'Goynes Rd., Epsom’ i --'. 48°4396 © 
WHIRRAKEE ‘CO-ORDINATOR Graham Hill 31 Curnow’St., Golden -Square;": 42-4016 


Membership of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club is open to all those interested 
in natural history, The membership subscription rates are: Single $13.00, 
Family $17.00, Pensioner and Children $8.00. Whirrakee subscription only $13.00. 


General Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month at the Conference: 
coms, Department of Agriculture, Midland Highway, Epsom, Meetings start at 
7.30 p.m, and conclude with supper. The Annual Meeting is held in September. 


Excursions The assembly point for excursions is outside the Special Services 
Complex in Havlin St. East, Bendigo, unless otherwise specified... ty 
Full day excursions normally commence at 10,00 a.m. (usually on a Sunday). : 
Half day excursions normally commence at 2.00 p.m, and may be either a Saturday 
or Sunday, Day or half day excursions are usually held on the weekend following 
the General Meeting. Campouts are held several times in a year, usually 
eo-inciding .with long weekends or holiday periods. 


The B.F.N.C. has five sub-groups:- 


The BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP meets on the first Friday of the month at the 
Agriculture De ment, Epsom, at 7.30 p.m. 


The BOTANY GROUP meets on the fourth Thursday of the month at 7.30 p.m. ath 
in member's homes as announced in the monthly Diary. rl cae ae 
Convenor: Graham Hill (42 4016), "ae 


The CONSERVATION GROUP meets on an "ag required" basis, As far as practicable, 
meetings details will be advertised in the "Whirrakee" Diary, ‘pea ais 
Convenor: Rod Fyffe, 546’Hargreaves St., Bendigo’ (43 7673), 


The MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP meets on the third Thursday of the month, at 7.30 p.m, 

im member!s homes as announced in the Monthly Diary ~ . ie yon 

President: Ian Fenselau, Buckland Street, White Hills 48 4384 

Secretary: Bill Holsworth, ‘13 Nabille Cr., Kennington 43 4063 

The JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS GROUP :meetsion the first Sunday in‘the month, 

from 2.00 p.m..tov5.00 p.m., at the: Education Department Spécial Services 

Complex, Havlin St. East, Bendigo. Group #ttivities are open to the 8-18 years 

age group, together with their younger brothers and sisters, if accompanied 

by parents, (Parents will be needed for help with transportation on excursions.) - 

Organisers:, Jane Cleary, Goynes Rd., White Hills, (48 4396) rae Qe ter es 
' ‘Tan Fenselau, Buckland St., Whitte HIils” (48 4384) grat 


MR & MRS RB ALLEN 
Be AWE TOM ST 
BEMO TGC ebb) 


MEETINGS Ra: 


Wed May 11 Subject: Continental Plate ie, 
* :oi\Speaker: Geoff Gibson, Sai 
Wed. June 8 Subject: Mistletoe, ay.57 
Seow Rod . Orr Bs = 


EXCURSIONS 2" OGL “ & eS bat i wt patkes = 
Sun.May 15 Wanderings on We Allexandens” Header: Giiifiath’ i111, wf 
ahs Meet at 10.00 am in Havlin St. See April Whirrakee,p.18, cep! details. 


Weekend . Adekate Camp located on 57 ha of natural bush between Creswick. 
June 4-5 and Dean, Share the weekend with the Vic.Nature Photography Group: 
‘ studying and photographing fungi. Excellent accommodation - 

; ,Self cater basis, Cost: Weekend $11.00 per person. 
e Day Visitors $2,00. per day,.. 
“Rob Watkins for further details Ph.43 4891.. 6 


Sun,July 17 Full day excursion to the Dharnya Centre an the Rerman Forest. 
The theme for the day, will be Aboriginal , archaeology~ and way” 
of life in the area,’ Special guides will show us, the forest and 
the display. Full details in June NUSEPENES"9 sae 


Sat.Sept.24- LONG CAMPOUT ADVANCE NOTICE +e 
Sat.Oct.1 Don't forget our long camp, in the Big Desert, ne 
; See April Whirrakee P. 18 for details. F 


Jan.2-9 z Mt. Hotham. Enjoy a: week. amongst the alpine. flévier's. 

1989 Accommodation at Jalanga Lodge. Self cater basis.= Cost $50,00 
per person. Rob Watkins for “ah details, Ph::43 4891. 

BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP Scape te cia 


Fri,June 3 iSpeaker: Mr Des. Thomas, Subject: SELES) Wetlands. 
Bird of the Night: Grey Shrike Thrush, .: 


BOTANY GROUP .; ... wont, Of 
Thurs.May 26 7.30 pm at J.Kellam's home, 7 Patrick St., Bendigo. 


eee HT 
cult 


MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP tes a, apuett . 
Thurs.May 19 7.30 pm at Graham Hill's home, 31 Curnow Ste; "3 “ Golden sata 


JUNIOR:FIELD NATURALISTS GROUP «© ee 


Sun, dune 5 Laurie Leeson will introduce the group to the basic categories | 
of rocks in the Bendigo District, The children will be encouraged 
to make and catalogue a rock collection on the day. 

‘PLEASE: ‘NOTE. CHANGE OF MEETING PLACE a 
fhe assembly point for excursions 1s behind ee Hall in 
Eel pSpnects White Hills, -: . 


COMMITTEE MEETING 


Wed.May 18 8.00 pm at L, Hamilton's, corner of Smith Rd. and Calder Highway, 
Maiden Gully. 


- »» 
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